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2010 - INFORMATION FOR NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to the Newtown City Hockey Club Inc. 

The Newtown City Hockey Club is the largest Hockey Club in Geelong with about 320 members and 26 teams in total.  If you have any questions which are not covered, please contact the Secretary or President or other appropriate person.

The Club strongly supports the ideals of fair play and maximum enjoyment embodied by the AussieSport "Codes of Conduct".

HOME GROUND.

The club is based at King Lloyd Reserve, Windsor Rd, Newtown.  There are three grass fields, which are used for training and matches for the younger junior teams.

WINTER COMPETITIONS

The winter hockey season runs from April to September of each year, with breaks for the school holidays for junior teams.  The Newtown City Hockey Club offers teams for all age groups and levels of experience.

MODIFIED GAMES FOR YOUNGER PLAYERS.

The club offers three programmes with modified games for younger players.

The JOEYS progamme is aimed at boys and girls aged 4 to 6.  It aims to teach the basic skills and encourage familiarity with the stick and ball, without actually playing matches.  This helps participants to develop skills and learn more about strategies, in a leisurely, relaxed atmosphere.  Players can then progress to the next programme, Minkey, and play in actual matches, without having to learn skills and strategy and match play all at the one time.  This programme is held at Lloyd Reserve on Saturday mornings, from 10.15 to 10.45 am.

MINKEY  (or Mini-hockey) programme is for children who are Under 8 at the beginning of 2010  ie. Turning 7 or 8 years old this year. This is a modified rules game with a quarter size field, lighter ball and smaller sticks and only 5 to 7 players on each team. The emphasis in this programme is on participation, development of skills and enjoyment. These games are played at Lloyd Reserve from 9.00 to 10.00 a.m. each Saturday morning.

The UNDER 10 programme is for players who are turning  9 or 10 during 2010.  This is played on a half size field, with some modified rules, and provides a bridge between the Minkey and the full rules of Under 11 competition.  These games are played at 10.45 a.m. on Saturday mornings, at Lloyd Reserve.

JUNIOR COMPETITIONS.

Older children play in under-age teams which compete in the Hockey Geelong competition. Teams are available in Under 11, Under 13, Under 15 and Under 17 age groups. The U11 matches are generally played on Saturday morning at Lloyd Reserve.  All matches for the U13, U15 and U17 teams are played on the synthetic surface at Stead Park, Corio and may be fixture on Saturday or Sunday mornings.
Age limits for all competitions are taken at January 1st of the current year.  


SENIOR COMPETITIONS.

Teams are entered in all men's and women's grades of the Hockey Geelong competition.

Women - Division 1 and Division 2

Men -  Division 1 and Division 2.

Senior games are played on Saturdays and Sundays at a variety of times, with the synthetic surface field at Stead Park, Corio, being used for most of the games.

SUMMER COMPETITIONS.

The Hockey Geelong summer season runs from October to March, with breaks for Christmas holidays.  The Club has teams for:

Ÿ Senior mixed half field - Wednesday evenings, with matches between 6 to 9 pm, 7 a side on half field at Stead Park, Corio.

Ÿ Family mixed half  field – Friday evenings, with matches between 6.30 to 8.30 pm, 7 a side on half field at Stead Park, Corio.  Teams are a mixture of senior players, beginner or returning players and junior players.

Ÿ U11, U13, U15, U17 mixed teams on half field with 7 players per team - Tuesday with matches between 5.30 to 9.30 p.m., Stead Park, Corio.  There are two short seasons, one before and one after Christmas.

Ÿ Minkey/Under 10 mixed - Monday 5.30 to 6.30 p.m., Lloyd Reserve, Newtown.

COACHING FOR BEGINNERS

People who have not played hockey before are  welcome to join the Club, in either junior or senior teams.

JUNIOR COACHING.

Children can begin to play hockey at the age of 4 or 6, depending on the child. The Joeys games are an excellent introduction to hockey and the Minkey games can cater for a variety of skill levels and degrees of application.

Introductory coaching sessions for beginner juniors are held prior to the winter hockey season, each Saturday during March at Lloyd Reserve, Newtown. These sessions run from 9.00 to 10.00 a.m., and are aimed at demonstrating and teaching the basic skills of hockey in order to promote participation and enjoyment by all players.

There are usually 4 or 5 of these introductory coaching sessions before the beginning of the competitive season.

We hope that children will enjoy these sessions and will want to continue playing hockey with the Club. However, there is no obligation to continue and no cost involved for these initial sessions.

Towards the end of March, children who wish to continue playing hockey will be placed into a team in the appropriate age competition.  Consideration will be given to age, size, skills and maturity. If the child decides before this time (or after) not to continue playing, we would appreciate notification of this. Children will not be placed into competitions which are inappropriate for them, although age limits place some restrictions on this.  Contact the Junior Convenor if you have any concerns or questions.

SENIOR COACHING

Seniors who have not played hockey before are welcome to join the pre-season training sessions for senior teams which run during February and March. Special coaching of basic skills can be organised as a part of these training sessions.

SUMMER COACHING SESSIONS

There will be two pre-season summer introductory coaching sessions held in October to allow new participants to try the sport and receive some coaching of the basic skills of hockey.  See the club newsletter for details or ring Claire Barnes (0417 015130) to enquire.

TRAINING & PRACTICE

Once players have been named in a team, each team will have its own coach who will be responsible for training sessions and for coaching the team and its players.  

Training for Minkey and Under 10 players during the winter is usually on Saturday mornings, before the match is played.

Training for U11/ U13/ U15 and U17 teams is held either at Lloyd Reserve or on the synthetic surface at Corio.  These times vary with the teams but are usually Wednesday or Thursday.   Training for senior teams is held at Stead Park synthetic surface at Corio.

Summer teams do not have a  formal training session in addition to their match, but time can be set aside for special coaching of less experienced players.

RULES OF HOCKEY

A summary of the Rules of Minkey, U10 or Junior Hockey is available from your team manager or from the pavilion at Lloyd Reserve.

UNIFORM

The uniform for all members is maroon shorts or skirt, plain maroon socks and a maroon shirt with club logo.  

Shirts, socks, skirts and shorts may be purchased through the Club Property Officer. Some second-hand shirts, shorts and skirts may be available. 

Minkey and Under 10 players may wear a plain maroon or white tee-shirt if desired in place of the club shirt. 

All enquiries or orders for uniforms should be directed to the Uniforms Officer.

EQUIPMENT.

Hockey sticks are available for loan to beginner children for the first few weeks of participating.  Sticks are loaned for the game or training session ONLY.  Ultimately, each player should have his/ her own stick.  If this creates a problem, please contact the Junior Convenor.

It is preferable to buy a special junior size stick, rather than using Mum's old stick, which will be too long and too heavy. Sticks should not reach much past the child's hip bone. Talk to your coach or team manager about the selection of a suitable stick.

Shin pads and mouthguards are highly recommended for all players to give added protection and confidence. Club policy is that all junior players MUST have a mouthguard before playing.  Hockey is not a dangerous game but accidents can happen.  

REGISTRATION

Players are asked to register their intention of playing in a team with the club prior to the start of each season, as per the details on the Registration Form.  A  deposit of $30 per player is required to confirm your registration.  This fee will be considered as a deposit against the fees owing for the season.     

FEES

Each member is required to pay a yearly membership fee of $20.  This fee is paid once only for the year - either with summer compettiion fees - or with winter fees if not participating in the summer competition.  This fee covers the costs of:

Ÿ public liability insurance

Ÿ newsletter production

Ÿ administrative costs

Ÿ pavilion maintenance costs

In addition each member is required to pay a competition fee. These fees cover costs of:

Ÿ team entry and affiliation with Hockey Geelong

Ÿ ground hire

Ÿ balls and goalkeeping  costs

Ÿ trophies (individual medals and team photos for all juniors at the end of the winter season)

Ÿ hire of training venues 

Ÿ payments to umpires

Ÿ cost of match fees for playing on the synthetic surface at Stead Park

There are no extra fees to pay during the year once these amounts have been paid.   Teams who participate in finals matches will be asked to pay a synthetic match fee for these games.

WINTER FEES

Competition fees for the 2010 winter competition are yet to be confirmed.  Fees for last season were as follows so there may be a small  increase.
· Joeys


$25

· Minkey


$70

·  U10



$70

· U11



$90

· U13


              $120

· U15


              $130

· U17


              $145

· Senior student

              $250

· Senior 

              $300

·  Student playing senior & junior      $330

Discounts will apply for fees paid by May 30 (Junior team players $10, senior team players $30) and for the second and successive family member ($10).   Fees may be paid in installments if desired.

SUMMER FEES

Summer competition fees for 2009/ 2010 are:

Ÿ Minkey/ Under 10 -  $20

Ÿ U11/U13/U15/U17 - $25 per season, or $50 for both seasons

Ÿ Senior (Sunday and Wednesday) - $70 

Payment of the annual membership fee ($20) should be made as soon as you and/  or your child are sure that they wish to continue playing hockey with the Club.  

The remainder of the winter fees should be paid before May 30 in order to receive a discount.  At the very latest, all fees should be paid by June 30.  

For those players participating in the summer competition, the annual membership fee of $15 should be paid by November 30.  The remainder of the fees should be paid before December 20.   

Payment by installments is acceptable.  If there are any problems with these arrangements, please contact the Treasurer, to discuss alternative arrangements.

HELPERS NEEDED.

Helpers are always needed for many jobs around the Club.  We welcome volunteers to act as team managers or coaches of junior and senior teams, for summer and winter competitions.  The job of the manager is very important but not especially difficult, and  plenty of support is available. Duty statements are available. Other parents may be asked to supply oranges or refreshment on a rostered basis through the winter season.

CLUB OFFICE BEARERS.

President          
David Fitzgerald 52419354

Secretary
         
Peter Stuart 5241 8836

Treasurer
         
Peta Hanley 52439935

Committee         
Andrea Crosbie 5243 9952
Junior Teams    
Claire Barnes 0417 015130

Womens Teams 
Claire Barnes 0417 015130

Men’s Teams     
VOLUNTEER WANTED

Summer Teams 
Claire Barnes 0417 015130

Umpires
         
VOLUNTEER WANTED

Property
         
Peter Bartlett 0418 376430
Uniforms
         
Dianne Fitzgerald 52419354

Records
         
Josh Bartlett 0400 571190
Publicity
         
David Wyld 0423 121161
Sponsorship     
VOLUNTEER WANTED

Fundraising      
Peter Stuart 5241 8836

Ground & buildings Peter Stuart 5241 8836

Enquiries:

Contact Claire Barnes



0417 015130



email: abarnes@pipeline.com.au

